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Parks & Facilities
The City of Mobile Parks and Recreation Department maintains 102 park properties. Of those, there are 77 developed parks and greenways/trails, 13 undeveloped parks, 2 cemeteries and 10 undeveloped greenspaces. A variety of facilities are located in these parks, such as playgrounds, community centers, dog
parks, ballfields, tennis courts and amphitheaters. Within the parks, the City of
Mobile operates various programs, including athletic, cultural arts and instructional programs.
The purpose of this section of the Parks and Recreation System Improvement
Plan is to identify the city’s parks and recreation facilities, provide an overview
of gaps or overlaps in the location of the city’s parks, provide an assessment of
facilities as compared with national levels of service and select facility levels
of service of the selected benchmark communities, and provide recommendations.

Mobile Park Type
To gain a better understanding of the city’s parks, each park was assigned a “park type” based on several
determining factors:
Developed Parks: Developed parks are those parcels that are maintained by the City’s
Parks and Recreation Department and have park facilities installed. Examples of park
facilities include playground equipment, ballfields, walking paths, or pavilions.

Undeveloped Parks: These are parcels requiring maintenance by the City’s Parks and
Recreation Department, are passive open spaces where visitors can enjoy passive
recreational activities, but do not have park facilities installed. Most of these parcels
are not identified by park identification signage that is typically found at a developed
park site.
Cemeteries: The City of Mobile has two cemeteries which fall under the responsibility
and budget of the Parks and Recreation Department: Church Street Graveyard and
Magnolia Cemetery.
Undeveloped Greenspace Parcels: These parcels fall under the responsibility of the
Parks and Recreation Department, however, because they are mostly wooded and
have no parks facilities on them, they require little to no maintenance. Additionally,
they do not currently provide visitors with recreational amenities or use for passive
recreation.

Park Classifications and Service Areas
This Parks System Improvement Plan identifies each of the city’s parks by
park classification. These classifications were developed based on
assessments of each park, its facilities, how the parks are used,
and guidelines that are recognized by the National Recreation
and Park Association (NRPA). The classifications are used to
identify service area levels of service and identify gaps in service to City of Mobile residents. The information should
be
used when making decisions in park and facility
placement.
Figure 6.1 provides a definition of
each park classification along
with information on size and
service criteria.
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Figure 6.1: Park Classification with Service Criteria

Classification
Mini-Park

Neighborhood
Park

Description
Small parks with limited activity that could
provide seating, landscape and possibly a
playground, community garden or other passive recreation activities
Area for more intense recreational activities,
such as playing field, larger playgrounds, shelters, trails, swimming pools, restrooms, etc.
These parks may include small community
centers which attract neighborhood residents.

Community Park

All-inclusive facility for recreation users that
provides a mix of active and passive activities and attract users of all ages, from sports
fields to a large community center

Regional Park

Unique outdoor recreation area with various
amenities, which may include boating, fishing,
swimming, camping, but may also include a
water park, etc.

Desirable Size
5 acres or less

5-20 acres

Location
Criteria
¼ mile radius

½ mile radius

20-75 acres
2 mile radius

5 mile radius
50-250 acres

Special Purpose
Park

Special purpose parks are designed to meet
the needs of a specific user group, such as a
senior center, aquatic center, golf course, zoo
or a museum.

Varies

Varies

Sports Park

Sports parks are parks that are dominated by
athletic facilities.

Varies

5 mile radius

Greenway

Linear corridors that loop and/or link to other
amenities

50 ft. wide

½ mile radius
along path

Varies

½ mile radius

Special parks recognized by their historic sigHistoric Signature nificance or prominence. May include historPark
ic squares, structures, relics or other items.
Typically passive parks.

Table adapted from Mertes, J.D. and J.R. Hall. Park, Open Space, and Greenway Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: National
Recreation and Park Associations, 1995.
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The following Figure 6.2 is a list of each of the city’s parks, listed by park classification

Figure 6.2 - City of Mobile Parks and Facilities by Classification
Mini Parks
Avon Circle Park
Beverly Court Park
Malibar Heights park
McLean Park
Mordecai Lane Neighborhood Park
Rich Park
Sky Ranch Park
Regional Parks
Langan Park
Medal of Honor Park
Sports Parks
Boykin Park
Herndon-Sage Park
Maitre Park
Matthews Park
Millers Park
Mims Lambert Park
Trimmier Park
West Side Park
Greenways
Crape Myrtle Trail
Montlimar Trail
Three Mile Creek
Special Purpose Parks
Adult & Therapeutic Center
Church Street Graveyard
Connie Hudson Regional Senior Community
Center
Magnolia Cemetery
Mobile Therapeutic and Senior Activity Center
Parkway Senior Center

6.4 - PARKS & FACILITIES

Neighborhood Parks
Arlington Park
Baumhauer-Randle Park
Crawford-Murphy Park
Crestview Park
Denton Park
Fry Park
Hackmeyer Park
Helen Wood Park
Heroes Park
PFC Howard Johnson II Park
Joe Bailey Park
John Kidd Park
Lake Drive Tricentennial Park
Laun Park
Lavretta Park
McCants-Chavers Park
McNally Park
Mill Street Park
Mitternight Park
Newhouse Park
Rickarby Park
Sam Stotts Park
Schwartz Park
Skyland Park
Stewart Park
Walsh Park

Figure 6.2 - City of Mobile Parks and Facilities by Classification Cont’d
Community Parks
Bush Park
Dearborn Park

Undeveloped Greenspace
Bayview Park
Bay Shore Park

Dog River Park

Englewood Street

Doyle Park

Forest Hill Park

Harmon-Thomas Park

Highcrest Park

Henry Aaron Park
Hillsdale Park
James Seals Jr. Park
Lyons Park
Michael A. Figures Park
Public Safety Memorial Park

Hollingers Island Park
Josephine Park
Le Ruth Park
Maryknoll Park
McGrew Court Park
Megginson Park

Reverend Robert L. Hope Park and Community
Center

Mount Island Park

Springhill Park
Sullivan Thomas Park
Taylor Community Center and Pool
Trinity Gardens Park and Dotch Community
Center

Pillans Park
Pine Grove Park
Primrose Park
San Souci Park
Timberlane Park

Historic Signature Park
Bienville Square
British Park
Cathedral Square
Cooper Riverside Park & Mobile Landing
DeTonti Square
Malaga Square
Isom Clemons Civil Rights Memorial Park

Victory Court Park
Vista Ridge Park

Mardis Gras Park
Memorial Park
Ryan Park
Spanish Plaza
Unity Point Park
Washington Square
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Park Dedication
Communities can acquire parks and parkland in a variety of ways, including purchase and dedication.
Parkland dedication frequently occurs when a parcel is dedicated at the time a subdivision plat is recorded, or when an individual gifts a parcel to a community for use as a park or open space. Like many other
communities, the City of Mobile has acquired parkland through dedication over the years.
Due to legislative restrictions in the State of Alabama on how dedicated parkland can be transferred once
it is dedicated, it is important for the city and the department to have an accurate list of dedicated parcels.
As such, city staff has done just that, and identified each of the city’s park parcels and documents if each
was dedicated to the city as parkland or not.

Historic Parks
Mobile’s historic parks are iconic symbols in the city and of the city’s rich history. They are used for community events, gathering places and places of respite. While recommendations for improvements in a
number of these parks have been identified as part of this Plan, it is strongly recommended that sensitivity to the design and style of those improvements be considered. Application of contemporary design
standards in these parks would not be in keeping with their history and would not be appropriate. Park
amenities should be assessed individually to attract visitors, improve park access and usability, and lower maintenance costs. Much like other historic coastal communities that have a strong sense of place
through their historic parks, Mobile should take advantage of these parks in promoting events, tourism and
community with select improvements.
Individual park recommendations are outlined in the Facility Assessments located in Appendix A.
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Gap Analysis
This analysis identifies locations where there are gaps and overlaps in parks service areas. The service
areas are based on the park classifications assigned to each of the city’s parks, and the service area for
each classification as described in Figure 6.1.
Gaps in access to neighborhood and community parks are most evident in the west and south areas of the
city, where the greatest access to regional and sports parks exist. Mini parks are distributed throughout
the city north of I-10.
The north and east sections of the city have the greatest access to parks, with overlaps in park service,
mostly in mini, neighborhood and community parks.

PARK
CLASSIFICATION

ACCESS

SERVICE
AREA
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Figure 6.3: Mini Park Service Area Map
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Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Figure 6.4: Neighborhood Park Service Area Map
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Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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Figure 6.5: Community Park Service Area Map
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Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Figure 6.6: Regional Park Service Area Map

Regional Park
Regional Park
Service Area (5 miles)

§
¦
¨
65

£
¤
98

§
¦
¨
165

§
¦
¨
10

§
¦
¨
65

§
¦
¨
10

®
Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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Figure 6.7: Sports Park Service Area Map
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Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Figure 6.8: Historic Signature Park Service Area Map
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Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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Figure 6.9: All Park Service Areas Map
Mini Park
Mini Park Service Area
Neighborhood Park
Neighborhood Park Service Area
Community Park
Community Park Service Area
Regional Park
Regional Park Service Area
Sports Park
Sports Park Service Area
Historic Signature Park
Historic Signature Park Service Area

§
¦
¨
65

£
¤
98

§
¦
¨
165

§
¦
¨
10

§
¦
¨
65

§
¦
¨
10

®
6.14 - PARKS & FACILITIES

Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo,
MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Community Centers
Priorities
The centers ability to provide unique
program offerings that are not available in other centers.
The centers location in proximity to
elementary, middle and high school
students for after school and weekend programming.
The ability of the center to be expanded to increase program offerings.

Mobile’s 17 community centers
and 5 Therapeutic and Adult Senior
Centers are distributed throughout
the community, with the greatest
concentration of the city’s large
community centers in the northeast part of the city. Most of the
centers are located within a 3 to 10
- mile radius of one another. As the
city determines facility investment
priorities, they may want to consider where there is significant service
overlap with existing centers. The
development of a scoring criteria
from 1 to 5 would be best and take
into consideration some of the following priorities are listed on the
left.

The centers location in a large park
with support recreation amenities
that can be utilized by the center
and its program participants.
The condition of the center and
needed capital improvements in the
near and longer term.
The centers location along major
thoroughfare’s and ease of access
by the community at large.
The current number of programs
and participant use by comparison
to other centers.
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The following map shows the location of existing City of Mobile centers and also illustrates the locations
of several other centers not operated by the City of Mobile, including those operated by the YMCA, the Boys
and Girls Clubs of South Alabama and VIA Health, Fitness and Enrichment Center/Senior Center.
Figure 6.10: Mobile Recreation Community and Senior Centers

®

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

Large Community Centers
These centers have gymnasium space and meeting and classroom space. They typically have computer
rooms, game rooms, and kitchens (some full kitchens with cooking equipment, and others just serving
kitchens).
The following lists the drive times between centers:
Dotch

Harmon-Thomas

Hillsdale

Hope

James Seals

Michael Figures

Springhill

Sullivan-Thomas

Taylor

Dotch

__

6.4 miles
18 minutes

8 miles
17 minutes

4.2 miles
14 minutes

9 miles
19 minutes

2.6 miles
9 minutes

5.3 miles
13 minutes

4.4 miles
12 minutes

9.8 miles
18 minutes

Harmon-Thomas

6.4 miles
18 minutes

__

12.5 miles
24 minutes

9 miles
17 minutes

2.7 miles
10 minutes

4.2 miles
14 minutes

2.8 miles
9 minutes

2.8 miles
11 minutes

1.4 miles
5 minutes

Hillsdale

8 miles
17 minutes

12.5 miles
24 minutes

__

14.3 miles
24 minutes

Hope

4.2 miles
14 minutes

9 miles
17 minutes

14.3 miles
24 minutes

__

16.5 miles
26 minutes
6.8 miles
13 minutes

11.2 miles
22 minutes
3.4 miles
11 minutes

11.5 miles
22 minutes
5.4 miles
12 minutes

11.4 miles
23 minutes
4.3 miles
12 minutes

14.4 miles
25 minutes
8 miles
14 minutes

James Seals

9 miles
19 minutes

2.7 miles
10 minutes

16.5 miles
26 minutes

6.8 miles
13 minutes

__

4.8 miles
13 minutes

2 miles
7 minutes

3 miles
11 minutes

1.6 miles
5 minutes

Michael Figures

2.6 miles
9 minutes

4.2 miles
14 minutes

11.2 miles
22 minutes

3.4 miles
11 minutes

4.8 miles
13 minutes

__

2.6 miles
7 minutes

1.7 miles
5 minutes

4.8 miles
13 minutes

Springhill

5.3 miles
13 minutes

2.8 miles
9 minutes

11.5 miles
22 minutes

5.4 miles
12 minutes

2 miles
7 minutes

2.6 miles
7 minutes

__

1.1 miles
4 minutes

2.5 miles
7 minutes

Sullivan-Thomas

4.4 miles
12 minutes

2.8 miles
11 minutes

11.4 miles
23 minutes

4.3 miles
12 minutes

3 miles
11 minutes

1.7 miles
5 minutes

1.1 miles
4 minutes

__

3.2 miles
11 minutes

Taylor

9.8 miles
18 minutes

1.4 miles
5 minutes

14.4 miles
25 minutes

8 miles
14 minutes

1.6 miles
5 minutes

4.8 miles
13 minutes

2.5 miles
7 minutes

3.2 miles
11 minutes

__

Small Community Centers
Small community centers are neighborhood-level centers. These are typically one or two room buildings
located in a neighborhood park. Equipment found in most centers includes computers, game tables and
board games.
The Lavretta Arts Center is dedicated to providing arts instruction.
Dog River

Laun

Dog River

__

7.5 miles
16 minutes

Laun

7.5 miles
16 minutes

__

Lavretta Arts
Center

8.4 miles
20 minutes

Mitternight

Lavretta Arts
Center
8.4 miles
20 minutes

Mitternight

Newhouse

Rickarby

Stotts

10.7 miles
18 minutes

5.2 miles
11 minutes

4 miles
10 minutes

5.8 miles
14 minutes

5.9 miles
14 minutes

10.4 miles
21 minutes

11.2 miiles
19 minutes

7.3 miles
17 minutes

1.1 mile
2 minutes

5.9 miles
14 minutes

__

4.5 miles
11 minutes

16.3 miles
19 minutes

6.6 miles
20 minutes

5.2 miles
13 minutes

10.7 miles
18 minutes

10.4 miles
21 minutes

4.5 miles
11 minutes

__

14.4 miles
21 minutes

9 miles
19 minutes

Newhouse

5.2 miles
11 minutes

11.2 miiles
19 minutes

16.3 miles
19 minutes

14.4 miles
21 minutes

__

8.6 miles
21 minutes
5.2 miles
10 minutes

Rickarby

4 miles
10 minutes

7.3 miles
17 minutes

6.6 miles
20 minutes

8.6 miles
21 minutes

5.2 miles
10 minutes

__

5.7 miles
15 minutes

Stotts

5.8 miles
14 minutes

1.1 mile
2 minutes

5.2 miles
13 minutes

9 miles
19 minutes

10.4 miles
19 minutes

5.7 miles
15 minutes

__

10.4 miles
19 minutes

Senior, Adult and Therapeutic Centers
Senior, adult and therapeutic centers provide meeting space and rooms for the senior population. These
facilities vary in size and amenities but typically include game rooms, computer rooms and rooms for arts
and crafts. Therapeutic and Senior Activity Center promotes life skills training and provides basic daycare,
after school care and summer camps.
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TSAC

Connie Hudson

Adult &
Therapeutic Center

Parkway Senior
Center

TSAC

__

9.4 miles
19 minutes

5.4 miles
12 minutes

7.8 miles
15 minutes

Connie Hudson

9.4 miles
19 minutes

__

5.2 miles
10 minutes

12.8 miles
22 minutes

Adult &
Therapeutic Center

5.4 miles
12 minutes

5.2 miles
10 minutes

__

9.3 miles
14 minutes

Parkway Senior
Center

7.8 miles
15 minutes

12.8 miles
22 minutes

9.3 miles
14 minutes

__

13.2 miles
18 minutes

13.2 miles
18 minutes

__

Tricksey Center @ 6.7 miles
minutes
Trinity Gardens

15

11.8 miles
19 minutes

7.7 miles
minutes

13

Tricksey Center @
Trinity Gardens
6.7 miles
minutes

15

11.8 miles
19 minutes
7.7 miles
minutes

13

Facility Level of Service
Table 6.1 on the following page documents the City of Mobile facility level of service for select facilities,
as compared with national averages. The table also illustrates any surplus or deficit of a facility level of
service as compared to national averages based on the city’s current population estimates, and 2030 projected population.
A review of the level of service shows minor deficiencies in several areas (shown in red). The largest deficiency is in the area of paved and unpaved greenway trails (deficient 37.58 miles). Community engagement identified trails as one of the highest priority items desired by citizens and recent funding will allow
the city to increase the rate of trail development significantly in the coming years. A slight deficiency was
also reflected in outdoor basketball courts, playgrounds and parkland acres. It is not anticipated that these
deficiencies will increase in the next 10 years.
There are also a few areas that show extreme surpluses such as in the provision of athletic fields (baseball,
softball, football/soccer), community centers and tennis courts. There are several factors that should be
reviewed when evaluating those surpluses. In the area of athletic fields, one thing that is not considered
when inventorying those facilities is the condition of the facility. In the case of baseball/softball, many
of the 65 fields that were inventoried were in very poor condition. Although the presence of a backstop,
fencing, dugouts and lighting might have been prerequisites for their inclusion in the inventory, their condition does not promote their regular use by the community. Additionally, those fields which are in better
condition might not allow for regular play due to the high levels of rainfall throughout the year in Mobile.
Heavy use in wet conditions can have extreme negative impacts on field turf conditions. In a climate such
as Mobile, the need to limit or decrease play on fields may be necessary to reduce the impact on those
fields during the seasonal effects of extreme rainfall. The need for a higher level of service for athletic fields
would be justified to accommodate play during all times of the year. Additionally, artificial turf fields that
recover quickly after a heavy rainfall and allow for immediate and continued play could also be warranted.
In the case of community centers, the cost of operations to maintain a surplus of 10 centers over the recommended level of service is significant. The City of Mobile will need to evaluate those centers that currently provide or have the potential to provide, with improvements, the greatest benefit to the community
and those which do not. Criteria has been provided on page 6.15 to assist in the development of an evaluation process for community centers. The tennis court surplus is another area which does not provide
a true reflection of a facility surplus. The existence of the Copeland-Cox Tennis Center which serves as a
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Current City of
Mobile Level of
Service

2018

2030

National
Average Levels
of Service*

Current Level of
Future Level of
Existing Number
Service Facility
Service Facility
of City Park
Deficit/
2030 Popluation Level of Service
Deficit/
Acres and
2018 Population Level of Service
City of Mobile Community Standards for Park
Need
Surplus
Estimate
Need
Surplus
Facilities
Estimate***
Facilities
186,460
190,265
10.1/1,000
9.97/1,000
1921.68
-24.15
1,883.25
14.28
Parkland Acres
1897.53
1/2,114
1/1,903
90
10
88
12
Parks****
100
n/a
1/95,133
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
Adaptive Use Baseball/Softball
2
1/48,000
1/63,422
4
-1
4
-1
Amphitheater / Outdoor Stage
3
1/6,500
1/2,927
29
36
29
36
Baseball / Softball Field
65
1/7,100
1/9,060
27
-6
26
-5
Basketball, Outdoor
21
n/a
1/19,027
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
Canoe / Kayak / Boat Launch
10
1/27,500
1/11,192
7
11
7
11
Community Center
18
1/27,600
1/5,945
7
25
7
25
Community Garden (plots)
32
n/a
1/63,422
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
Disc Golf Course
3
1/41,500
1/63,422
5
-2
4
-1
Dog Park
3
1/27,300
1/21,141
7
2
7
2
Gymnasiums
9
1/2,500
1/2,537
76
-1
75
0
Pavilion / Gazebo / Shelter
75
n/a
1/190,265
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
Pickleball Court
1
1/3,600
1/4,136
53
-7
52
-6
Playground / Play Equipment
46
1/12,500
1/7,047
15
12
15
12
Rectangular Fields (Football, Soccer, Shared-Use)
27
1/45,400
1/47,566
4
-1
4
-1
Senior Center
3
1/8,000
1/8,648
24
-2
23
-1
Shared-Use Field
22
1/46,900
1/95,133
4
-2
4
-2
Skate Park
2
n/a
1/23,783
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
Splash Pad
8
1/31,700
1/38,053
6
-1
6
-1
Swimming Pool (outdoor)
5
1/41,700
1/63,422
5
-2
4
-1
Synthetic Multipurpose Field
3
Tennis Courts
97
1/4,375
1/1,961
43
54
43
54
1/3,000
1/7,363
25.84
63.42
-37.58
62.15
-36.31
Greenways Miles (paved & unpaved)
Volleyball Courts (outdoor)
n/a
1/190,265
1
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
* 2018 NRPA Agency Performance Review Parks and Recreation Agency Benchmarks and Recent Park Systems Asessments by Lose Design
** City of Mobile Desired Community Level of Service Standards are based on NRPA Park Metrics, planning team recommendations and community input.
*** Population Estimate Source: American Community Survey
****Developed and undeveloped parks, excluding cemeteries
Level of Service: # acres or facilities / persons

Table 6.1: City of Mobile Community Level of Service

national and regional tournament competition complex greatly skews the level of service for tennis courts
in the community.

The distribution of parks and provision of a sufficient number of recreation facilities positions Mobile well
to upgrade existing parks and amenities to a level that will make them a top tier parks and recreation provider.
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Facility Assessments
An assessment of each of the city’s 102 developed and undeveloped parks and cemeteries was conducted
by on the ground site visits to each. These assessments should be considered in conjunction with other
studies, including the CBRE facility assessments and the ADA assessment of the city’s facilities. The assessments conducted as part of this Parks and Recreation System Improvement Plan serve to document
the facilities available at each park, issues related to use of the park and opportunities for improved use or
re-use of the parks for recreation purposes. The assessments are located in Appendix A.

General Facility Issues
An assessment of the City of Mobile parks and facilities revealed several issues that arose in the planning
team’s observations. Noted issues include:
●● Our findings were consistent with previous facility assessments and studies. Building maintenance varies across
the system. Some facilities have received periodic maintenance, while others are in greater need.
●● Drainage issues in the parks and athletic fields, resulting in
deterioration of fields, maintenance issues and limited use.
●● Proliferation of trash in the parks. Full and overflowing trash
cans knocked over rollaway trash carts and general litter by
park visitors were observed.
●● Old and deteriorating furnishings and equipment that includes old and unsafe swing sets and playground equipment, splitting wood benches, tables and bleachers.
●● Safety concerns including a lack of safety surfaces in playgrounds and around swings, trip hazards and deteriorating
parking lots, and overgrown trees and shrubs limiting visibility.
●● Overgrown grass indicates a need for more frequent mowing during the growing season. Tree cover in some parks
that limits grass growth, resulting in bare dirt and erosion
issues. Vines growing on building and equipment can cause
other maintenance issues.
●● Lack of consistent park identification signage and lack of
wayfinding within the parks to direct visitors to park amenities.
●● Lighting is mostly old, and not energy efficient.
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Mobile is the rainiest
city in the contiguous
United States based
on total annual rainfall,
with an average of 67
inches of rain annually and 59 annual rain
days. This amount of
rain can limit play time
of the city’s athletic
fields, can impact field
quality, cause flash
flooding and hamper
the ability to maintain
the city’s parks facilities.

General Facility Assets
While a series of issues were noted in the city’s parks, several assets were also observed.
●● Many of the city’s parks are located within neighborhoods, providing existing connectivity or the
ability to easily enhance neighborhood connectivity to parks.
●● Much of the city’s greenway and trail network
connects existing parks and parkland and is anticipated to continue in the city’s plans for greenway and trail extensions.
●● The location of approximately 14 parks with
water frontage on 3-Mile Creek, Dog River and
Mobile Bay, combined with a desire to enhance
the waterfront, provides opportunities for investment, tourism and creative use of the city’s parks
without additional land acquisition.
●● The Copeland Cox Tennis Center at Langan Park
is a nationally-recognized facility due to its size,
offering 60 tennis courts in a single location.
While improvements are needed to increase the
attraction of the facility to tournaments and continued tourism, as well as providing a world-class
facility to Mobile residents, this facility remains
an asset in the city’s inventory.

Benchmark Comparisons
The following documents a comparison of parks, park
acres and several select facilities of those benchmark
communities selected for this plan, compared with Mobile.
Any review of benchmark data should consider community differences in the manner in which each categorizes
and reports information. These differences impact the
numbers presented and should be reviewed with that in
mind. The information is also based on the best available
data.

Notable
Achievements
& Investments
Investment in repairs and improvements
in the City of Mobile parks in recent years
is notable. Leveraging general fund funding, Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
funding, grants, coordination with Mobile
County Commission and working with
community groups, there have been more
than $25 million in investments in the
city’s parks since 2012.
An additional $3 million per year per council district from a 1 cent sales tax is being
allocated as part of the city’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP).
The city has acquired $8 million in funding
to dredge the lake at Langan Park, which
can offer increased use, improved water
quality and beautification of this asset.
Restore funds in excess of $9 million have
been designated for extension of the City’s
Three Mile Creek Greenway.
The city, working in conjunction with
County Commissioners, has acquired new
park amenities, including the synthetic
turf fields and restroom facility at Herndon-Sage Park, improvements at the Connie Hudson Regional Senior Center, playground at Medal of Honor Park, and paved
walking trail and tennis court resurfacing
at James Seals, Jr. Park.
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THE CITY OF MOBILE has ...

1 Park per
1,903 Residents

5

25.84 Miles
OF TRAIL

100

POOLS

1 Swimming Pool per
38,053 Residents
... and

Community
Mobile

Parks

Park Acres
1 Park per Number of
per 1,000
# of # of Resi- Swimming
Residents Parks
dents
Pools

1 Swimming Pool
per # of
Residents

2017
Pop.
Estimate

Park
Acres

190,265

1,897

9.97

100

1,903

5

38,053

Benchmark Communities
Columbus, GA

194,058

2,000

10.31

60

3,234

5

38,812

Huntsville, AL

194,585

3,000

15.42

69

2,820

2

97,293

Montgomery, AL

199,518

1,600

8.02

65

3,070

4

49,880

Pensacola, FL

52,590

600

11.41

93

566

2

26,295
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9.7 ACRES OF PARKLAND
PER 1,000 RESIDENTS

46

Playgrounds
1 Playground per
4,136 Residents
... and

Community
(cont’d)

1 Community
# of Comm. Center per #
Centers
of Residents

Mobile

Miles of
Trails

1 Mile of
Trail per #
of
Residents

# of
Playgrounds

1 Playground
per # of
Residents

17

11,192

25.84

7,363

46

4,136

Columbus, GA

11

17,642

34

5,708

N/A

_

Huntsville, AL

13

14,968

73

2,665

N/A

_

Montgomery, AL

19

10,501

N/A

_

N/A

_

Pensacola, FL

9

5,843

N/A

_

58

907

Benchmark Communities
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Facility Recommendations and Strategies
The following recommendations and strategies are presented for improvements to the city’s parks and
recreation facilities. Programming, budget and operational recommendations are discussed in other
chapters. In line with the priorities of Map for Mobile, individual park planning should be neighborhood-focused, where master planning considers the needs of the specific community that uses or will utilize the
park, rather than a one-size fits all approach.
Note that park-specific recommendations are also included in the Park Facility Assessments found in
Appendix A.

Parks as a Quality of Life Amenity

Any park and park facility improvements should consider
the quality of life of the city’s residents, current and future. Quality improvements and strategic investments,
combined with appropriate marketing and communicating about the parks, facilities and their location can
benefit current residents.
●● Any master planning conducted for parks should consider quality over quantity, and rely on extensive public input processes, building a sense of community around the parks.
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Enhanced Waterfront Access

14 of the city’s park properties have waterfront access or
frontage to the Mobile Bay or the many rivers and creeks
that traverse the city’s landscape. Enhancing the availability of these amenities and promoting them for fishing, boating and visual enjoyment is recommended.
Where appropriate, the following should be considered:
●● Maintain access points, repair or replace
broken and deteriorating boat slips and
decks, and install directional signage to
indicate locations to park visitors.
●● Provide additional access points in strategic locations for fishing and boat access.
●● Consider improving existing parks, such
as Dog River Park and McNally Park, by
installing canoe/kayak rentals (working
with a private rental company), places to
Tellico River - TN
purchase snacks and equipment.
●● Install facilities, including pavilions, playgrounds, restrooms, and walking paths for park visitors.
Care in the selection of materials of facilities, furnishings and landscaping or ground cover considering the proximity to natural resources and water quality.

Hyde Lake Boathouse - Shelby Farms Park - Memphis, TN

Fewer but Better Parks

As demonstrated, the city has an overlap in park and facilities, while also experiencing constraints in financial resources to maintain, manage and operate those facilities.
Strategically consolidating existing facilities and enhancing facilities to provide quality, clean, modern and
operational parks and facilities to serve a broad population is recommended. This can be achieved through
the following:
●● Synthetic turf fields: Convert rectangular fields (football, soccer and shared-use fields) to
multi-purpose (football, soccer and lacrosse) synthetic turf fields. Converting baseball fields to
synthetic turf fields is also recommended. Noting the city’s annual average rainfall amounts, its’
coastal location, as well as assessing field maintenance and upkeep, installation of synthetic
fields can decrease downtime on fields and increase playability and flexibility.
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Multi-Purpose Turf Fields - Bell Memorial Park
- Milton, GA
●● Community Centers: Assess the use of each of the
city’s large community centers and consider consolidation to improve services and facilities for the
community. Recommended guidelines for assessing consolidation include: facility use, residential
density, proximity to other large community centers,
repair and renovation costs. Develop a numerical
score based evaluation checklist for determining
factors that should evaluate the future operation
of specific community centers. Utilize criteria described earlier in this section.

When planning for turf
field installation, the
Parks Department will
still need to plan for
and consider required
annual
maintenance
and replacement costs.
Proper
maintenance
can maximize the playability and life expectancy of the fields. On
average, fields require
replacement every 8 to
10 years, depending on
such factors as use and
maintenance.

Community Center and Library - Nashville, TN
●● Langan Park
Master plan large destination parks such as Langan Park, Trinity Gardens Park or other highly
attended or visible parks. Identify improvements to enhance the visual aesthetics of these parks.
Parks of this type have a mix of amenities creating the potential to reach a greater segment of
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the population. Therefore, these parks should receive a higher level of maintenance and attention
to improve the overall image for the city parks system.
●● Aquatic Facilities:
There was demand indicated from the public for
modern aquatics facilities. The city’s 5 swimming
pools appear to be underutilized. Enhancing the
visitor experience through clean, safe and operational restrooms / locker rooms, modern amenities
including upgraded splash/spray equipment, amenities including shade structures, tables and seating,
pavilions for entertaining, and safety repairs and installations are recommended. Implementing these
recommendations would be a lower cost than construction of new aquatics facilities.
Additionally, the 8 wading pools are underutilized as lifeguards are required for these facilities
to be open. Converting these wading pools to splash pads allows the city to utilize existing
infrastructure (although plumbing improvements will likely be necessary) and provide a highly
requested amenity.

●● Green Infrastructure: Green stormwater infrastructure at the neighborhood scale can prevent,
capture and filter stormwater runoff, positively impacting water quality. According to the NRPA,
Green infrastructure is a resilient approach to managing stormwater runoff and reducing flooding. Vegetation, soils and other elements can be used to increase the capacity of permeable surfaces to naturally filter water and mitigate the effects caused by impermeable surfaces. Parks
can act as buffers that protect natural floodplains and are places where communities can safely
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access their local waterways for recreation, education and stewardship. The following are several recommended tools:
○○
○○
○○

Preserve and increase permeable areas through passive and undeveloped park
spaces. Allow grasses to grow in unused areas of parks thereby helping to reduce
the mowed/maintained footprint of the park.
Install stormwater management systems in parks that serve to manage stormwater
runoff and also provide an aesthetically pleasing atmosphere.
Use native plantings in new landscape installations.

Safe and Accessible Parks

Building on the ADA assessment that was previously
conducted, provide safe and accessible routes and amenities in the City’s parks. Recommendations:

●● Remove or trim, and maintain overgrown trees, shrubs and vines to increase visibility in parks.
●● In new playground installations, incorporate components that provide amenities for individuals
with physical and sensory disabilities.
●● Replace missing and broken lifeguard chairs at all of the city’s swimming pools.
●● Remove and replace old swings and play equipment. Install and maintain safety surfaces under
and around swings and play equipment.
●● Assess parks for hazards, including tripping or fall hazards and access to electrical equipment.
Develop and implement a plan to mitigate hazards to insure safety for park visitors.
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Miracle Field and Park - McKnight
Park - Murfreesboro, TN

Connected Community

The city has leveraged funds and support for the planning
and construction of greenways and trails. Expansion of
these trails should continue to consider connections to
neighborhoods, employment centers and existing parks.

Community Buy-In Through
Partnerships

A community partnership program should be developed
to leverage support and creative investment in park development and improvement. The following are recommended strategies that the city should consider:

●● Sponsorships and name recognition for the installation of or improvement to park facilities and
amenities.
●● Identify and work with community partners for the use of existing community centers to provide
community services. The city currently leases facilities to the YMCA and the Boys & Girls Club.
These organizations may be a starting point for conversations.
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●● Parks conservancy groups may be studied for
Mobile’s large or regional parks, such as Langan
Park. Park conservancies are private, non-profit
organizations that raise funds independent of
the city and spent it under a plan of action mutually agreed upon with the government. They
are managed by a Board of Directors, and do
not assume ownership of the park. Many conservancies program, operate and maintain the
park as well. Park conservancies are present
across the country, including in St. Louis, MO,
Houston, TX, Memphis, TN, Atlanta, GA and
San Antonio, TX, to name a few.

Prominence of Historic Squares

Activate parks and facilities to
bring the communit together

Mile Marker Sponsor - Amesbury
Riverwalk - Amesbury, MA

Any improvement in the city’s signature historic parks
should be sensitive to their historic character. Several
of these parks are currently used for community events.
They are promoted and recognizable symbols of the city
and its history.
Park programming is discussed in Section 4 - Programming. Ensuring that the city’s parks and facilities have
amenities so that programming can take place and there
are places where the community can gather and come
together is important in activating parks.

●● Make certain that facilities are clean, safe, accessible and provide modern amenities.
●● Make facility improvements identified in the CBRE facility assessment and the ADA assessment
so that underutilized facilities, such as the city’s amphitheaters, can be used to
a greater extent.
●● When master planning individual parks, make sure
that facilities are appropriately placed, including
pavilions, playgrounds and
restroom facilities to encourage use.
●● Re-brand the city’s parks
department and parks
identification with creative, attractive signage.
Install new identification
and wayfinding signage to
direct people to the city’s
parks and within the parks.
Coordinated Park Identification Signage and Wayfinding System
- Town of Cary, NC
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